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Doing “provenance research”: researchers, knowledge production & dis-
ciplinary perspectives

Amidst growing debates on Germany’s colonial history and the establish-
ment of the Humboldt Forum, ethnographic collections and the conditions
under which they were obtained have come under public scrutiny. Since the
mid-2010s, museum officials and political decision-makers increasingly
consider research into the collections’ colonial origins — labeled as “Prove-
nance Research on Collections from Colonial Contexts” — as a particular im-
portant instrument for dealing with the museums’ — and Germany’s — colo-
nial past and postcolonial present. In most of the public debates, however,
those who actually carry out the research and their expertise remain invisi-
ble.

In my PhD thesis, | ethnographically study how research on collections from
colonial contexts is done and explore how its modes of knowledge produc-
tion are socially organized. | focus on three intertwined analytical dimen-
sions: the researchers, the institutional settings in which their work takes
place and the forms of social organization which shape individual practices
as well as procedures of museums and universities. In my talk, after outlin-
iIng my research project, | will explore how practices and procedures of dif-
ferent academic disciplines affect knowledge production in the emerging
field of “Provenance Research on Collections from Colonial Contexts” and
ask how disciplinary perspectives shape research objectives, methods, and
collaborations.

Um den Zoom-Link zum Vortrag zu erhalten, wenden Sie sich bitte an die
folgende E-Mail-Adresse: hiwis@ethnologie.Imu.de

Institut fur Ethnologie
OettingenstraBBe 67, 80538 Munchen

www.ethnologie.uni-muenchen.de



